Understanding AT &
Algorithmic Literacy

> e,
Al Literacy

the ability to recognize, grasp.
use, and critically assess
artificial intelligence
technologies and their impacts.

What Exactly Is Al?

At its core, Al is about machines doing tasks that usually
require human intelligence. This could be anything from
recognizing speech to playing chess to generating text that
sounds like a human wrote it. But here’s an important point:
Al doesn't think or understand things the way we do. It's a
tool—an incredibly advanced one, but still just a tool.

————————— ——

Algorithm literacy is defined as:
"being aware of the use of algorithms in online applications,
platforms, and services, knowing how algorithms work, being able
to critically evaluate algorithmic decision-making as well as having
the skills to cope with or even influence algorithmic operations.
The combination of these cognitive and behavioral dimensions
thus allows internet users to understand, evaluate, and cope with
algorithms in a self-determined way. Practically speaking, this
means that individuals are able to apply strategies that allow
them to modify predefined settings in algorithmically curated
environments, such as in their social media newsfeeds or search
engines, to change algorithms’ outputs, compare the results of

different algorithmic decisions, and protect their privacy."
Source: DOI: 10.1080/19312458.2021.1968361

Algorithmic literacy is the ability to understand how
algorithms work and how they affect our digital
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experiences. It includes being aware of how algorithms are
used in online services and platforms, and how to critically
evaluate algorithmic decisions.
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