
DVDs and DVD Extras That Help
Teach The Language of Film
Copyright  2010,  by  Frank  W.  Baker  –  Media  Literacy
Clearinghouse
This page is not intended to be an exhaustive, all-inclusive
list, but rather a list of some DVDs that I am aware of and
have watched that I think could be used in classes where “film
literacy” and “film fluency” is being taught. There’s nothing
like reading a book about film, but viewing, analyzing and
deconstructing are best when you have access to films, and
extras, that will help your students better understand the
languages of film.  NOTE: many of these “extras” can now be
founded streamed on YouTube.

General 

Looking At Movies
Film, Form and Culture (CD

Rom)
How to Read A Film:
Multimedia Edition

The Art of Watching Films
(CD Rom)

Making Movies Make Sense
A Movie Lover’s Guide to

Film Language

American Cinema: 100 Years
of Filmmaking

Moving Images Making Movies,
Understanding Media

Moguls & Movie Stars: A
History of Hollywood

Filmmakers on Film

Acting/Casting

Matching Identities: Casting Widescreen, The Bourne Supremacy

Building A Bad Actor (Title 2, Chapter 1)
Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate

Events

A Collaboration of Spirits: Casting and
Acting

The Color Purple, Two Disc Special Edition

Animation

Peering Through The Veil Paranorman (Blu-ray DVD)

Miniatures in Motion: Bringing Frankenweenie
to Life

Frankenweenie (2 Disc Combo Pack, Blu-
ray-DVD)

The Animators: The Breadth of Life
Tim Burton’s The Corpse Bride, Blu-Ray

Edition

Peering Through the Veil: Stop Motion Behind
The Scenes

Paranorman, Blu Ray Disc
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http://www.mediaedwales.org.uk/pagesEnglish/resources/MakingMMS.htm
http://www.firstlightvideo.com/Visual_Language_Media_Studies.html
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Art Direction:  Set Design

Behind Hogwarts: Dumbledore’s Office-
Build a Scene

Harry Potter & the Chamber of Secrets
(Widescreen Ed. 2 Disc)

Inside Elizabeth’s World Elizabeth: The Golden Age

Image Gallery:  Production Design Tristan + Isolde

Set Design/Exploring The Sets Gangs of New York (2 Disc Edition)

Designing Middle Earth
The Lord of the Rings Extras, The

Fellowship of the Ring

Art Direction: Storyboards

Storyboard Comparisons A Beautiful Mind, Two Disc Awards Ed.

Storyboards and Pre-viz: Making Words
& Images

The Lord of the Rings,  New Line Platinum
Series

LOTR: Storyboard to Film Comparison The Lord of the Rings, Fellowship of the Ring

Storyboard Comparisons Story Of Movies, To Kill a Mockingbird

Introduction to Animatrics Star Wars: The Phantom Menace

State of the Art: Pre-visualization
of Episode II

Star Wars: Attack of the Clones

Storyboard Pitch Deleted Scenes Shrek

Previsualization War of the Worlds, Two Disc Limited Edition

Storyboard To Film Comparison West Side Story, Special Ed Collector’s Set

Audio (see also Score listed below)

Breaking Barriers: The Sound of Hitchcock Rear Window: Special Edition

Through the Ears of Forrest Gump: Sound
Design

Forrest Gump, Special Collector’s Edition

Animation Sound Design: Building Worlds
From The Sound Up

Wall E 3 Disc Special Edition

The Sound & Music of A.I. (Sound Design;
Music)

A.I. Artificial Intelligence Two Disc
Special Edition

Third Trimester; Sound Design
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

The Criterion Collection

Voices from the Underworld; The Voices
Behind the Voice

Tim Burton’s The Corpse Bride, Blu-Ray
Edition

Designing the Sounds of Middle Earth
The Lord of the Rings, The Two Towers, Full

Screen, -Two Disc

The Science of Sound Spiderman 3, 2 Disc Special Edition

Cinematography
Visions of Light: The Art of Cinematography

James Wong Howe: Cinematographer Sweet Smell of Success (Criterion Collection)

Costumes

http://www.dvdtown.com/review/harry-potter-and-the-chamber-of-secrets/dvd/1506/2
http://www.universalstudiosentertainment.com/elizabeth-the-golden-age/
http://www.amazon.com/Tristan-Isolde-Widescreen-James-Franco/dp/B000EPFCPE
http://www.dvdactive.com/reviews/dvd/gangs-of-new-york2.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eU0zJgCrBEk
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http://www.bonanzle.com/booths/biditadieu/items/A_Beautiful_Mind_Two_Disc_Awards_Edition_Widescreen_DVD
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHJN61AdHe8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHJN61AdHe8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYjA8xQHK7Q
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dvd-the-lord-of-the-rings-the-fellowship-of-the-ring-elijah-wood/6054019?ean=794043163265
http://www.storyofmovies.org/curriculum/ToKillAMockingbird.htm
http://www.digitallyobsessed.com/displaylegacy.php?ID=1614
http://www.blissnet.org/dvd/aotc-dvd.html
http://www.dvd.net.au/review.cgi?review_id=1017
http://www.dvdtalk.com/dvdsavant/s1834war.html
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http://www.dvdjournal.com/reviews/f/forrestgump.shtml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TSf8Er2gV_Q
http://www.dvdverdict.com/reviews/walle3discse.php
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/246161/A-I-Artificial-Intelligence/dvd
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/246161/A-I-Artificial-Intelligence/dvd
http://www.criterion.com/films/1584-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-button
http://www.blu-ray.com/movies/Corpse-Bride-Blu-ray/145/#Review
http://www.blu-ray.com/movies/Corpse-Bride-Blu-ray/145/#Review
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0As8_ng5v0
http://www.dvdverdict.com/reviews/spiderman3.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visions_of_Light
http://www.criterion.com/films/27542-sweet-smell-of-success


The Look of a Geisha
Memoirs of a Geisha, 2 Disc Full Screen Special

Edition

The Costumes Are The Sets: The Design
of Eiko Ishioka

Bram Stoker’s Dracula   Collectors Edition, Blu
Ray

Costumes featurette Gangs of New York (2 Disc Edition)

Costuming The Aviator: The Work of
Sandy Powell

The Aviator: 2-Disc Widescreen Edition

Second Trimester; Costume Design
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

The Criterion Collection

Costume Design The Lord of the Rings, Fellowship of the Rings

Directing

Century of Cinema: A Personal Journey with Martin Scorsese
Through American Movies
The Eastwood Factor         Spielberg on Spielberg        
Stanley Kubrick: A Life in Pictures   A Talk With Hitchcock
(1964)
Directors: Life Behind The Cameras (pt 3 Hollywood’s Best
Directors Choose Their Best Movies)

Design (The World is Watching Making
The Hunger Games)

2 Disc DVD + Digital Copy  The Hunger Games

Chronicle of a Director
The Chronicles of Narnia The Lion, The Witch
and the Wardrobe- Special 2 Disc Collector’s

Ed.

Making of The Godfather
The Godfather Supplements: Behind The

Scenes
The Godfather – The Coppola Restoration

Noah Baumbach Interviews Brian De Palma Blow Out: The Criterion Collection

The Master’s Touch: Hitchcock’s
Signature Style

North By Northwest, 50th Anniversary Edition,
Disc 2

In The Master’s Shadow: Hitchcock’s
Legacy

Pyscho Special Edition: Universal Legacy
Series

Editing

The Cutting Edge: The Magic of Movie
Editing

included in Bullitt, the Two Disc Special
Edition

The Magic of Editing
Harry Potter And The Order of the Phoenix, Two

Disc Special Edition

3 Scene Editing Workshops MIB, Men in Black, Limited Edition

Film Editing Demonstration Traffic  The Criterion Edition

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4gqXBrcysY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_smVQFEMops
http://www.dvdreview.com/reviews/pages/2692.shtml
http://www.dvdactive.com/reviews/dvd/gangs-of-new-york2.html
http://www.criterion.com/films/1584-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-button
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FfvX8LP5MY
http://criticalmassreviews.blogspot.com/2007/09/personal-journey-with-martin-scorsese.html
http://criticalmassreviews.blogspot.com/2007/09/personal-journey-with-martin-scorsese.html
http://www.tcm.com/this-month/article/297158%7C0/The-Eastwood-Factor.html
http://www.tcm.com/2007/spielberg/index.jsp
http://www.documentaryfilms.net/Reviews/StanleyKubrickALifeInPictures/
http://www.amazon.com/Talk-Hitchcock-Alfred/dp/B00004TJOU/ref=cm_lmf_tit_8
http://www.firstrunfeatures.com/directorsdvd.html
http://www.firstrunfeatures.com/directorsdvd.html
http://www.hgfiresidechat.com/reviews/2012/08/review-hunger-games-dvd-blu-ray-special-features/
http://www.amazon.com/Chronicles-Narnia-Wardrobe-Two-Disc-Collectors/dp/B000E8M0WO
http://www.amazon.com/Chronicles-Narnia-Wardrobe-Two-Disc-Collectors/dp/B000E8M0WO
http://www.amazon.com/Chronicles-Narnia-Wardrobe-Two-Disc-Collectors/dp/B000E8M0WO
http://www.dvdtalk.com/reviews/34769/godfather-the-coppola-restoration-giftset-the/
http://www.whatdvd.net/blow-out-criterion-collection-dvd-review-1769.html
http://www.dvdtalk.com/reviews/38681/north-by-northwest-50th-anniversary-edition/
http://www.dvdmg.com/psychose.shtml
http://www.dvdmg.com/psychose.shtml
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0428441/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0428441/
http://www.dvdjournal.com/quickreviews/b/bullitt_se.q.shtml
http://www.dvdjournal.com/quickreviews/b/bullitt_se.q.shtml
http://www.dvdverdict.com/reviews/harrypotter5twodisc.php
http://www.dvdverdict.com/reviews/harrypotter5twodisc.php
http://www.epinions.com/review/mvie_mu-1077297/content_30187556484
http://www.dvdjournal.com/reviews/t/traffic_cc.shtml


Makeup  

Gringotts & Goblins
Blue-Ray Disc, Harry Potter & The Deathly

Hallows, Pt 2

Kate Winslet on The Art of Aging Hanna
Schmitz

Blue-Ray Disc, The Reader

The Magic of Makeup Forrest Gump, Special Collector’s Edition

The Age of Glamour: The Hair & Makeup
of The Aviator

The Aviator: 2-Disc Widescreen Edition

Marketing

Poster & Cover Art Mirror Mask

Music (see also Score)

Lights, Action, Music
(a documentary directed by Dan Lieberstein )

Introduction (via YouTube)

On Location

Spotlight on: Location (Title 4,Chapter 1 ) October Sky

Featurette: Setting The Scene
The Water Horse Legend of The Deep. 2 Disc

Sp Ed

Post Production

Putting It All Together: The Magic of Post
Production

Twilight, Disc 2, Three Disc Edition
Twilight, Disc 2, Two Disc Special

Edition

Pre Production

The Partnership: A Look at Pre-
Production

Twilight, Disc 2, Three Disc Edition Twilight,
Disc 2, Two Disc Special Edition

Charting the Return: A Preproduction
Diary

Pirates of the Caribbean, Dead Man’s Chest
Two Disc, Special Edition

Videomatics  (pre-production) Titanic, Three Disc, Special Collector’s Ed

Within a Minute: The Making of Episode
III

Star Wars: Episode III Revenge of the
Sith(Widescreen Edition)

Production Elements

Anatomy of a Scene: The Explosive
Bridge Chase Scene

The Bourne Supremacy

The Making of Mirror Mask Day 16
Production  Flight of the Monkeybirds

Mirror Mask

Production Stories (Chapter 1, Title
3 :includes cinematography,

locations, set design, props,
wardrobe)

The Untouchables, Special Collector’s Ed

http://www.dvdmg.com/harrypotterandthedeathlyhallowspart2.shtml
http://www.ign.com/articles/2009/04/23/the-reader-blu-ray-review
http://www.dvdjournal.com/reviews/f/forrestgump.shtml
http://www.filmfreakcentral.net/dvdreviews/aviator.htm
http://www.dvdreview.com/reviews/pages/2263.shtml
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1084711/synopsis
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xgcF3BuAfY
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0132477/dvd
http://www.dvdtown.com/review/the-water-horse-legend-of-the-deep/dvd/5751/2
http://www.ign.com/articles/2009/03/20/twilight-two-disc-special-edition-dvd-review
http://www.ign.com/articles/2009/03/20/twilight-two-disc-special-edition-dvd-review
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0383574/dvd
http://www.dvdreview.com/reviews/pages/2108.shtml
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx1H47co8QQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lx1H47co8QQ
http://www.dvdreview.com/reviews/pages/2263.shtml
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0094226/dvd


Seeing Is Believing Forrest Gump, Special Collector’s Edition

Fx On The Universe Across the Universe, 2 Disc Deluxe Ed.

Capturing The Action: A Look at
Production

Twilight, Disc 2, Three Disc Edition

First Trimester; Tech Scouts
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button

The Criterion Collection

Shadows of Suspense (Film Noir)
Double Indemnity, Universal Legacy Series (2

Disc Ed)

Score (aka Soundtrack)

Scoring Wonderland Alice in Wonderland, Disc 2, Blu Ray

Scoring the Film: Interview, Hans
Zimmer

Gladiator, Signature Selection

Scoring the Film A Beautiful Mind: Two Disc Awards Edition

Scoring The Aviator: The Work of
Howard Shore

The Aviator: 2-Disc Widescreen Edition

Danny Elfman Interprets the Two
Worlds

Tim Burton’s The Corpse Bride, Blu-Ray Edition

Scriptwriting

From Script to Screen (entire
screenplay)

Pleasantville,  New Line Platinum Series

Script-to-Scene Back To The Future, The Complete Trilogy

Script to Screen Comparisons Crash, Two Disc Director’s Cut Edition

Inside A Scene: Location Scout Notes
Notes to Actors; Read the Script;

View the Scene
The Insider

Reflections on Writing: Batman Begins Batman Begins, Blue-Ray DVD

Screenplay; Original Screenplay Notes Hellboy, 2 Disc Special Edition

Special Visual Effects

Visual Effects Flags of Our Fathers 2 Disc Special Ed, Blu Ray

Visual Effects (Blue Screen) The Others Collector’s Edition, 2 Disc DVD

Effects (The World is Watching Making
The Hunger Games)

2 Disc DVD + Digital Copy  The Hunger Games

Effecting Wonderland Alice in Wonderland, Disc 2, Blu Ray

Special Effects: High Speed
Compositing Reel

Contact, Special Edition

Visual Effects (green screen and
more)

Titanic, Three Disc, Special Collector’s Ed

Pan and the Fairies (prosthetic &
visual effects)

Pan’s Labyrinth, 2 Disc Platinum Series 

ILM and Minority Report Minority Report Widescreen

http://www.dvdjournal.com/reviews/f/forrestgump.shtml
http://www.amazon.ca/Across-Universe-Two-Disc-Deluxe-Rachel/dp/B000ZLFALI
http://www.criterion.com/films/1584-the-curious-case-of-benjamin-button
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0906073/
http://moviemet.com/news/tim-burtons-alice-wonderland-james-plath
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0172495/
http://www.dvdjournal.com/reviews/b/beautifulmind.shtml
http://www.blu-ray.com/movies/Corpse-Bride-Blu-ray/145/#Review
http://www.thedigitalbits.com/site_archive/reviews/pleasantville.html
http://www.amazon.com/Back-Future-Complete-Trilogy-Widescreen/dp/B00006AL1E
http://www.dvdverdict.com/reviews/crashdirectorscut.php
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0140352/
http://www.amazon.com/Batman-Begins-Blu-ray-Christian-Bale/dp/B000PC6A3E
http://film.thedigitalfix.com/content/id/12238/hellboy-2-disc-special-edition-r1.html
http://bluray.highdefdigest.com/737/flagsofourfathers.html
http://www.avrev.com/dvd-movie-disc-reviews/horror-thriller/others-the-collectors-edition-.html
http://www.hgfiresidechat.com/reviews/2012/08/review-hunger-games-dvd-blu-ray-special-features/
http://moviemet.com/news/tim-burtons-alice-wonderland-james-plath
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0118884/dvd
http://www.dvdreview.com/reviews/pages/2108.shtml
http://www.dvdtalk.com/reviews/28029/pans-labyrinth-2-disc-platinum-series/
http://genreonline.net/Minority_Report_Widescreen_DVD.html


Featurette: Water Work: Creating the
Water Horse

The Water Horse Legend of The Deep, 2 Disc Sp
Ed

Visual Effects Die Hard With A Vengeance, Special Edition

Stuntwork

Double Dare various clips available via YouTube

Stunts of Wonderland (Alice In
Wonderland)

http://www.dvdtown.com/review/the-water-horse-legend-of-the-deep/dvd/5751/2
http://www.dvdtalk.com/reviews/2253/die-hard-with-a-vengeance-special-edition/
http://www.doubledarethemovie.com/
https://www.bilibili.com/video/BV1qx41167zd?p=10

