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[image: image1.wmf]Visual Literacy Lessons 
Topic/Subject Area: Language Arts 

Grades: K-5

Motivation/Rationale:

· Students will have the opportunity to develop critical thinking skills about visual communication, a subject they are surrounded with daily and yet seldom analyze.  Since print literacy depends on visual context as well as phonics, this is an essential skill of any balanced literacy program.  This approach to literacy also makes the instruction of print literacy skills more motivating and memorable to students since the culture they bring into the classroom is based mostly on visual messages.

Specific Skill Objective(s) – what you want students to be able to do:

· [image: image2.wmf]Students will be able to understand and use visual cues and context to read and create messages in multiple formats. 

· Students will be able to strengthen reading comprehension skills based on a better understanding of how visual images communicate.

· Students will be able to identify and use different visual techniques to take a photograph, such as camera angle, lighting and composition.

· Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of non-verbal communication through acting and creating visual media.

· Students will be able to enter the inquiry process with media messages by asking key questions of Media Literacy: http://www.medialit.org/pdf/mlk_orientationguide.pdf
Activities: 

Non-Verbal Communication

· Introduce the idea of non-verbal communication.  Explain that much of what we know comes from messages that are not spoken or written.  Invite a volunteer to the front and whisper a word for him/her to act out without using her/his voice and have the rest of the class try to guess the word (examples: quiet, stop, come, stand up, listen).  Then make the ideas more difficult and have other volunteers try to communicate them (I’m hungry, I won, you are crazy but I’m not, I need to go to the bathroom, I’m scared because there is someone outside).

· Discuss how body language and facial expressions help us communicate.  Then have pairs work together to communicate messages.  One student should secretly write down the word that he/she wants to communicate to his/her partner and then try to act out the word without speaking.  If the partner guesses the word, then it is her/his turn.
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Symbols

· Discuss what a symbol is and have students identify and share symbols that they know.  This activity prepares students to look for how symbols are used in photos, maps, money, books, etc.  ♀♂☺(((♫♥? $&(((((
Awareness of Visual Images

· Create awareness for visual images.  Explain to the class that most of the information we get is not spoken or written, it is seen.  This is the reason we need to study how to “read” visual messages.  

· Ask students, “Where do we see messages that are not written?”  Brainstorm all the places where visual images surround our lives, such as books, photographs, TV, posters, billboards, clothing, cereal boxes, etc.
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Construction Techniques

· Demonstrate three techniques of photography:

a) camera angles
 
b) lighting

c) composition

a) Camera Angles

· Ask the tallest and the shortest students to come to the front of the class to be the first models and choose two other students to be the first photographers.

· Have the shortest student stand carefully on a chair and have the photographer sit on the floor to take a picture looking up at him/her (low angle looking up).

· Have the tallest student sit on the floor and help the second photographer stand on a chair to photograph looking down at him/her (high angle looking down).

· Finally you should have another photographer shoot a picture from eye level of both students standing side by side to use as a comparison.  These three pictures should give you good examples to compare camera angles.

b) Lighting

· [image: image5.wmf]Choose one student to be the model and two students to be photographers.  Have the model sit in a chair and use a bright light (the overhead projector works well or a flash light) to shine up from below at the model’s face.  It can also be more effective to turn off the classroom lights so the room looks darker.  Lighting from below is called “monster lighting” and is used in scary movies.  The photographer should take the picture of the model’s face from eye level.

· Next, change the light to come from above.  This time turn on the classroom lights since they are also giving light from above and take this picture from the same camera angle as the last.

· These two pictures should give a comparison of extreme differences in lighting.

c) Composition

· Choose one student as the model and two students to take pictures.  Have your model sit in a chair at the front of the class.  The first student photographer should take a photograph of extreme close-up.  This means getting so close to the model that his/her entire face fills the frame and you can only see the eyes.

· [image: image6.wmf]Next, have the other student photographer take a picture of the same model but from further back so we can see the person from the waste up. This is often referred to as a “medium” shot.

· Have students compare these two compositions to see the differences between very close and a comfortable distance.  Often the close-up conveys intensity or strong emotions while the wider shot gives more context and space.

Language Arts Connections

· Insert the pictures into a Word Document and make photocopies of the pictures on the same page with room below for students to list the adjectives that describe the different pictures.  Then have students write a story based on the photos where they must use several of the adjectives in each paragraph.

· Have students write fictional stories about a metamorphosis, where a person changes from nice and friendly to mean and scary.  If they write their stories in teams they can also illustrate the stories by taking pictures of members of the team using the three photographic techniques they are learning about.

· Students can practice non-fiction writing as they explain why the photographs look different using sequencing to describe the steps the photographer went through to make the pictures appear different.

· Applying the skills for further analysis.  Have students search through magazines to find pictures that use different techniques to communicate.  Students can cut out the pictures and write about them or use the pictures to illustrate their stories.

· Captions are a great place for students to experiment with different ways words can control the meaning of a visual image.  Have students write positive and negative captions for the same picture to see the differences.

· Illustrating Vocabulary: To help students explore meanings of new words and build their vocabulary, have teams create photographs that illustrate words.  They can make entire books with writing and pictures that illustrate preposition, irregular verbs, synonyms, antonyms, etc.

· Creating Media: Have students brainstorm all print media that use both words and photographs, list the ideas, then have students choose one to create.  Some examples include: ads, wanted posters, postcards, book covers, etc.

· [image: image7.wmf]Gender Study: Students cut out all the photographs from a newspaper and separate them by gender.  Prepare a large piece of butcher paper with half for pictures of women and the other half for pictures of men. Have students glue all the pictures on their respective sides then count and graph the results.  Next, students can write adjectives and verbs next to the pictures to describe the different feelings and actions conveyed in the pictures.  Ask students: “How are women represented in photographs differently than men?” Also have them analyze the use of camera angle, lighting and composition.

· Critical thinking skills should be taught for analyzing media messages.  Often it is best to begin with the teacher role modeling the asking and answering process.  the Center for Media Literacy (www.medialit.org) provides Key Questions to Guide Young Children:

1. What is this? How is this put together?

2. What do I see, hear, smell, touch or taste?
  What do I like or dislike about this?

3. What do I think and feel about this?  What might other people think and feel about this?

4. What does this tell me about how other people live and believe?  Is anything or anyone left out?
5. Is this trying to tell me something?  Is this trying to sell me something?
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California State Language Arts Standards

Kindergarten

Reading Comprehension

2.2 Uses pictures and context to make predictions about story content.

3.2 Identify types of everyday print materials (e.g., storybooks, poems, newspapers, signs, labels). 

First Grade

Reading Comprehension

2.4 Use context to resolve ambiguities about word and sentence meanings.

3.2 Describe the roles of authors and illustrators and their contributions to print materials.

Second Grade

Reading Comprehension
2.7 Interpret information from diagrams, charts, and graphs.

Listening and Speaking

2.2 Report on a topic with facts and details, drawing form several sources of information.

Third Grade

Reading Comprehension
3.3 Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

Listening and Speaking Strategies
1.8 Clarify and enhance oral presentations through the use of appropriate props (e.g., objects, pictures, charts).

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications
1.10 Compare ideas and points of view expressed in broadcast and print media.
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Reading Comprehension

2.3 Make and confirm predictions about text by using prior knowledge and ideas presented in the text itself, including illustrations, titles, topic sentences, important words, and foreshadowing clues.

Writing

2.3c Write information reports: Draw from more than one source of information (e.g., speakers, books, newspapers, other media sources).
Listening and Speaking Strategies

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications

1.10
Evaluate the role of the media in focusing attention on events and in forming opinions on issues. 

Fifth Grade
Reading Comprehension

2.1 Understand how text features (e.g., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps) make information accessible and usable.

Listening and Speaking Strategies
1.2 Interpret a speaker's verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives.

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications

1.8 Analyze media as sources for information, entertainment, persuasion, interpretation of events, and transmission of culture.
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